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Matthew 5:13-16 The Message

“Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors
of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You’ve lost your
usefulness and will end up in the garbage. Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light,
bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with
this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’'m going to hide you
under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop,
on a light stand—shine! Keep an open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to
others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.”

Embrace the call to be SALTY and BRIGHT

Acts 16:22-25

A mob quickly formed against Paul and Silas, and the city officials ordered them stripped and
beaten with wooden rods. They were severely beaten, and then they were thrown into prison. The
jailer was ordered to make sure they didn’t escape. So the jailer put them into the inner dungeon
and clamped their feet in the stocks. Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening.

You never know what God can do when you see darkness as an opportunity to share His
Light.

Acts 16:26-34

Suddenly, there was a massive earthquake, and the prison was shaken to its foundations. All the
doors immediately flew open, and the chains of every prisoner fell off! The jailer woke up to see
the prison doors wide open. He assumed the prisoners had escaped, so he drew his sword to kill
himself. But Paul shouted to him, “Stop! Don’t kill yourself! We are all here!” The jailer called for
lights and ran to the dungeon and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them
out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and
you will be saved, along with everyone in your household.” And they shared the word of the Lord
with him and with all who lived in his household.Even at that hour of the night, the jailer cared for
them and washed their wounds. Then he and everyone in his household were immediately
baptized. He brought them into his house and set a meal before them, and he and his entire
household rejoiced because they all believed in God.



