
‭Sermon Notes – Steve Southards – 11/12/2023‬

‭Matthew 23:11-12‬
‭The greatest among you must be a servant. But those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and‬
‭those who humble themselves will be exalted.‬

‭1 Samuel 17:12-15‬
‭Now David was the son of a man named Jesse, an Ephrathite from Bethlehem in the land of Judah.‬
‭Jesse was an old man at that time, and he had eight sons. Jesse’s three oldest sons—Eliab,‬
‭Abinadab, and Shimea—had already joined Saul’s army to fight the Philistines. David was the‬
‭youngest son. David’s three oldest brothers stayed with Saul’s army, but David went back and forth‬
‭so he could help his father with the sheep in Bethlehem.‬

‭Humbly commit to do the Little things with BIG devotion.‬

‭1 Samuel 17:16-20‬
‭For forty days, every morning and evening, the Philistine champion strutted in front of the Israelite‬
‭army. One day Jesse said to David, “Take this basket of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread,‬
‭and carry them quickly to your brothers. And give these ten cuts of cheese to their captain. See‬
‭how your brothers are getting along, and bring back a report on how they are doing.” David’s‬
‭brothers were with Saul and the Israelite army at the valley of Elah, fighting against the Philistines.‬
‭So David left the sheep with another shepherd and set out early the next morning with the gifts, as‬
‭Jesse had directed him.‬

‭The work in the pasture may be what is preparing you for the palace.‬

‭1 Samuel 17:34-37‬
‭But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s sheep and goats,” he said. “When a‬
‭lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, I go after it with a club and rescue the lamb‬
‭from its mouth. If the animal turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death. I have done this‬
‭to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of‬
‭the living God! The Lord who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear will rescue me‬
‭from this Philistine!”‬



‭When you serve others, you are serving God.‬

‭Matthew 25:34-40‬
‭“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit‬
‭the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. For I was hungry, and you fed me. I‬
‭was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. I was‬
‭naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited‬
‭me.’ “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you?‬
‭Or thirsty and give you something to drink? Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and‬
‭give you clothing? When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ “And the King will‬
‭say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you‬
‭were doing it to me!’‬


