
‭Sermon Notes – Steve Southards – 02/11/2024‬

‭God wants you to win in the biggest game, the game of life.‬

‭Know your Opponent.‬

‭John 10:10 NLT‬
‭The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying‬
‭life.‬

‭Bear Bryant‬
‭“Offense wins games…defense wins championships.”‬

‭1 Peter 5:8 NLT‬
‭Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking‬
‭for someone to devour.‬

‭Have a Plan.‬

‭Ephesians 6:10-18 NLT‬
‭A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor so that you‬
‭will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For we are not fighting against‬
‭flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty‬
‭powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. Therefore, put on every‬
‭piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the‬
‭battle you will still be standing firm. Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth the body armor‬
‭of God’s righteousness. For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that you‬
‭will be fully prepared. In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows‬
‭of the devil. Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of‬
‭God. Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your‬
‭prayers for all believers everywhere.‬

‭Leave it on the Field.‬



‭1 Corinthians 9:24-27 NLT‬
‭Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize? So, run to win!‬
‭All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we‬
‭do it for an eternal prize. So I run with purpose in every step. I am not just shadowboxing. I‬
‭discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after‬
‭preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.‬

‭Kyle Idleman,‬‭Not a Fan: Becoming a Completely Committed‬‭Follower of Jesus‬
‭“The biggest threat to the church today is fans who call themselves Christians but aren’t actually‬
‭interested in following Christ. They want to be close enough to Jesus to get all the benefits, but not‬
‭so close that it requires anything from them.”‬

‭1 John 4:4‬
‭But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over those people,‬
‭because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world.‬


