
 Sermon Notes – Bob Hawker – 06/02/2024 

 2 Timothy 4:1-8 NLT 
 I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday judge the living 
 and the dead when he comes to set up his Kingdom: Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether 
 the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good 
 teaching. For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome 
 teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever 
 their itching ears want to hear. They will reject the truth and chase after myths. But you should 
 keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at telling 
 others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has given you. As for me, my life has 
 already been poured out as an offering to God. The time of my death is near. I have fought the 
 good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. And now the prize awaits 
 me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of 
 his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing. 

 2 Timothy 4:7 NLT 
 I have fought the good fight,... 

 Suffering for Jesus was a way to participate in His own suffering  . 

 Philippians 3:9-10 NLT 
 … I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous 
 through faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on faith. I want to 
 know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with 
 him, sharing in his death,... 

 Suffering was seen as a test of faith. 

 James 1:2-4 
 …consider it pure joy when they face trials because the testing of their faith produces 
 perseverance. 

 Suffering had a purifying effect. 



 Romans 5:1-3 NIV 
 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
 Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 
 And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, 
 because we know that suffering produces perseverance;... 

 31% = 350 Million Christians face active persecution for their faith 

 No one is exempt from the difficulties of life. 

 You’ve got this! 

 Romans 8:35, 37-39 NIV 
 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine 
 or nakedness or danger or sword?...No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
 him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
 neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
 creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 Philippians 4:13  NIV 
 I can do all this through Him who gives me strength. 

 Philippians 4:11-13 NIV 
 …I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I 
 know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
 situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  I can do all this 
 through him who gives me strength. 

 God, what are you teaching me in this season of suffering? 

 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 NIV 
 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of 
 all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with 
 the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of 
 Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and 
 salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of 
 the same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you 
 share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. 


